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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 588] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 588) for the relief of Juan Sustarsic, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Juan Sustarsic. The bill provides for an ap- 
propriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required visa 
fee and head tax. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 28-year-old native and citizen of 
Yugoslavia who last entered the United States June 22, 1949, to attend 
St. John’s Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. In 1945, when the Communists 
took over his native country, he fled to Italy, where he entered a 
seminary, and in March 1948 he went to Argentina where he entered 
the San Luis Seminary. It is stated that his services will be of great 
value to the large number of Solvenian people in the diocese of Duluth, 
Minn. 

A letter dated June 5, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with refer- 
ence to the case reads as follows: 
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JuNnE 5, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 588) for the relief of Juan Sustarsie, 
an alien. 

The bill would provide that, for the purposes of the immigration and nastraliza- 
tion laws, Juan Sustarsie shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted into 
the United States for permanent residence as of the date of its enactment, upon 
payment of the required visa fee and head tax. Further it would direct the 
Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct one number 
from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Juan Sustaric was born in Menges, Yugoslavia, on December 12, 
1922, and is a citizen of Yugoslavia. He last entered the United States on 
January 23, 1950, from Argentina, in possession of an Argentine passport issued 
on June 22, 1949, valid for 1 year, and was admitted under section 4 (e) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924 for 1 year to attend St. Paul Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. 
The validity of his passport was extended to April 3, 1951. 

The alien has stated that in May 1945, when the Communists took over his 
native country, he fled to Italy and entered a displaced persons camp where he 
remained until 1946, when he entered the Bressanone Seminary near Padua, 
Italy; that in March, 1948, the International Relief Organization paid his trans- 
portation to Argentina, where he entered the San Luis Seminary; and that by 
governmental decree he is stateless by reason of the fact that he departed from 
Yugoslavia before May 1945, and did not return before the end of 1946. 

The quota of Yugoslavia, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. While the record indicates 
that he could not return to his native country at this time it fails to present any 
facts which would warrant enactment of special legislation granting him a prefer- 
ence over other persons chargeable to the quota in question since he apparently 
could return to Argentina, the country of his last residence. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Edward J. Thye, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in support of the bill: 


NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE, 
Washington 5, D. C., January 17, 1961. 
Senator Epwarp J. THYe, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

DEAR SENATOR Ture: Apropos of my recent telephone conversation with Mr. 
McCarthy we are presenting herewith a matter that is of extreme importance 
to the Most Reverend Thomas A. Welch as Bishop of Duluth. It relates to the 
threatened forced departure from the United States of an expellee from Europe, 
who for the past year has been enrolled as a theological student in the St. Paul 
Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., having come here from the Argentine Republic. 

The student in question is Juan (John) Sustarsic, a refugee from Yugoslavia, 
who was admitted with section 4 (e) nonquota immigrant student visa at New 
York on January 23, 1950, with stay here to expire on January 22, 1951. Ordi- 
narily the extension of stay could be granted to cover the period of studies, but, 
unfortunately, a very unexpected complication has arisen by virtue of the fact 
that the special Argentine passport given to him as a foreigner and on which he 
traveled to the United States could only be extended for 6 months and the young 
student now finds himself in the position of having no valid travel document 

At the same time the most reverend bishop has expended a great deal of effort 
and money in bringing him here with the express hope that during his studies at 
St. Paul Seminary he would become accustomed to American life and thus be 
better fitted for parish work in the diocese of Duluth and particularly among the 
many parishioners of Yugoslav ancestry and background residing in the “‘iron 
range’ area. Being quite familiar with that district myself I can well under- 
stand His Excellency’s anxiety to retain this young man after ordination to the 
priesthood, for work where the need is very great. 
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Juan Sustarsic was a theological student at the Catholic seminary in Ljubljana. 
He escaped the religious persecution in Yugoslavia and finally reached Argentina 
where he continued his studies at the San Luis Seminary, this incidentally having 
been staffed by the former faculty escaped also from Ljubljana. 

After much effort and careful checking by the American Consulate General in 
Buenos Aires with the American Consulates in Milan, Italy, and Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, the young man was finally cleared for United States section 4 (e) 
visa and he was fortuna e in securing the special Argentine Republic passport, 
except for the fact that the validity thereof was so limited, a fact that was not 
previously understood. 

We have endeavored to have the Argentine passport extended, but despite the 
sympathetic attitude of the Embassy here they assure us that such is not possible 
except through authorization from the ‘‘Subsecretario de Culto”’ in Buenos Aires; 
and in this respect we have not been successful. In fact, we are assured that an 
extension will not be given. 

In view of the great need that Bishop Welch has for the services of Yugoslav 
priests in the Diocese of Duluth and the amount of effort and financial outlay he 
has been subjected to in bringing the young man to this country, it would be 
unfortunate to have the disappointing results of his forced departure to the 
Argentine Republic at this time. It is thus our great hope, concurred in by His 
Excellency, that some way can be found to keep this seminarian in the United 
States so that he can complete his theological studies and then bring to fruition 
the plans of Bishop Welch when bringing him here, to practice his priestly vocation 
in the Diocese of Duluth. 

Incidentally, the immigration identification is as follows: Sustarsic, alien 
registration No. A—7396011. 

Gratefully, we remain, 

Very respectfully yours, 
Bruce M. Mou.er, 


Director, Bureau of Immigration. 


DuxtutH 5, MInn., January 31, 1951. 
The Honorable Epwarp J. Tuyer, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR TuyeE: I am very grateful to you in having introduced bill 
S. 588 for the relief of Juan Sustarsic, refugee student of this diocese in attend- 
ance at St. Paul Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. 

I might add that this young man is held in high esteem by the faculty and 
students of that institution. 

The services of Mr. Sustarsic will be of special value to the large number of 
Slovenian people who live in our part of the State. These good people and their 
clergy, as well as myself, will indeed be very grateful if Mr. Sustarsic is permitted 
by Congress to reside permanently in this country. 

I shall be pleased to have you commend this action to the Committee on the 
Judiciary with my favorable recommendation, as well as that of our clergy and 
people. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
THos. A. WeELcH, 
Bishop of Duluth. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 588) should be enacted. 
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